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Athletics: 

               
 This week in athletics it has been anything but 

normal but that is to be expected.  Our first 

basketball games of the season got canceled due 

to a snow day.  On Tuesday our Boys and Girls 

Varsity Basketball teams were supposed to go to 

Bloomingdale for their first competition of the 

season but this had to be rescheduled.  On 

Thursday, February 18th our Varsity basketball 

teams will have their first competition starting at 6pm in 

Bloomingdale.   

The Boys JV Basketball Team that was scheduled to play on Thursday, February 18th was then 

rescheduled for Friday February 19th at Home versus Marcellus.  This is slated for a 4:30pm start.  This 

game will be followed by the Girls Varsity Basketball game and then the Boys Varsity Basketball game.   

The Junior High Girls Basketball Teams were defeated by White Pigeon on Wednesday night.  Both 

teams played well and didn’t give up.  This has been a trying season for all involved and with our first 

taste of competition I am sure the athletes will be working harder than ever to make improvements. 

The Junior High Wrestling Team has their first competition on Thursday, February 18th in White Pigeon.  

This competition is slated for a 5pm start.  New this year is the Rapid Covid Test that has to be 

administered to each athlete prior to the next day’s competition.  The good news is all of our wrestlers 

tested negative for the virus.  This allows the wrestlers to wrestle mask free during competition, but 

they must put their masks on as soon as they leave the mat. 

The Varsity Wrestling Team will be heading to Marcellus Saturday morning where they eagerly await 

their first competition.  This year's group is very enthusiastic about the upcoming competition and looks 

forward to seeing how their skills have improved from last year. 

With all of the above competition taking place we cannot forget to keep the virus in mind.  If we don’t 

follow protocols to prevent the transmission of Covid the sports will be suspended again.  The simple 

reminders are as follows:  wash your hands, keep 6 feet apart while attending sporting events, and keep 

your mask above the nose and below the chin. 
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Speaking of attendance at sporting events, we are still using the two guest policy at this point.  We are 

currently using a roster and guest list policy.  The athlete can have two spectators in attendance.  If the 

spectators name is not on the list they will not be allowed to enter the event.  This can be frustrating but 

if we don’t follow these rules our sporting events will be closed to spectators.  As much as we all want to 

attend the games, the events are for our athletes. 

Also all events will be charging admission.  For Varsity and Junior Varsity games it is 5 dollars per 

spectator.  Junior High events will be 3 dollars.  Students, if on the spectator list, will be charged 1 dollar.  

Seniors 65 and older will be admitted for free.  League passes will also be accepted only if the person 

with the pass is on the spectator list. 

And as always remember to mask up, keep your distance, and play on!! 

#RangerStrong 

 
Cassopolis High School 

 

Guidance Office:  

On February 10th, an Advisor from Saginaw University virtually met with all of our students in grades 

9-12 to inform them about the university and all that it offers. The students virtually attended this 

meeting in their advisory courses. This was not only an informative meeting, but this was the first time 

that we’ve opened up “college virtual visits” for ALL grade levels. As we continue to stress the 

importance of college and careers with our students, it’s important that students in grade 9 and 10 also 

be included in those visits so that they can start thinking about their options and what they want to do. 

Students who were not able to attend this virtual meeting with Saginaw University and are interested 

in learning more about the opportunities the Saginaw offers, should reach out to or email Mrs. Foster 

in the Guidance Office. 

 Earlier this year, we had a virtual visit with an Advisor from SMC, where she discussed with students 
about the different college paths and financial aid opportunities that SMC offers students.  

Senior students have been receiving scholarship information throughout the school year, in addition to 
the school pushing out that information on our social media accounts.  Recently, we’ve pushed out 
information for the Buchanan Promise and the Cass County Sherriff’s Office. Those are both two great 
scholarship opportunities. Any Senior student in need of help with the scholarships or college 
information, are asked to please email Mrs. Foster or stop by and see her in the Guidance Office.  She 
would love to meet with them and help answer any and all questions they may have.   

Lastly, if you haven’t had a chance to recently stop in the Guidance Office to see the physical changes 
that have been made in there, I strongly encourage you to do so. Mrs. Foster wanted the guidance office 
to be a place where students not only felt comfortable in, but a place to proud of as well.  
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Early Middle College:  

Applications for Early Middle College are due soon to Mrs. Brawley.  

The Early/Middle College (E/MC) in Cassopolis gives students an opportunity to 

earn an associate’s degree or certificate along with their high school diploma. A 

listing of specific programs of study is found on page (5) of the application. 

Students will be able to save both time and money as they pursue a college 

degree and they will have an additional year of high school (5th year) to 

complete their college program at either Southwestern Michigan College or Lake Michigan College. 

The E/MC is structured so that students gradually increase their exposure to college courses throughout 

the three-year program.  Students will apply for entry into the program during their 10th-grade year.  If 

a student is accepted into the program, their Individual Program of Study will determine their classes 

throughout their 11th, 12th, and 5th years.  This Program of Study will eventually result in students being 

part-time on the high school campus and part-time on the college campus until their 5th year.  In their 

“5th year” of high school, they will be enrolled full-time in college and all of their coursework will be 

completed on-site at a Lake Michigan College or Southwestern Michigan College campus.   

Students in the E/MC program will receive support services to assist them in their transition from high 

school to college. Students will work closely with an E/MC mentor who will serve as they progress 

through the program.  Students will also have access to their traditional high school support system, 

along with the student support services available through the college.  

Students who consider the EMC must be willing, motivated, and up for the challenge to perform 

successfully at the college level. In addition to the college coursework, students must successfully 

complete all of the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum. 

We at Cassopolis are excited to start you on your path to success!  If you are interested in the Cassopolis 

Early/Middle College Program, please submit your completed program application no later than 

February 21, 2021, to Mrs. Brawley.  

Here is an EMC Presentation for more information and the differences between EMC and Dual 

Enrollment. 

 

Here is the EMC APPLICATION if you are interested in applying. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QdGn-QGDS1O9PDTaXo7c4lPn0oAY_Lgm/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16iq_y8suDhhDD2yH0-ycp7AwM4c1fids/copy
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Athletics:  

Upcoming Games:  

Friday 2-19-21  

Boys and Girls Varsity Basketball vs Marcellus Home  6pm start 

Saturday 2-20-21 

Boys JV and Varsity Basketball @ Brandywine 5:30pm start 

Coed Varsity Wrestling @ Marcellus 10am start 

Monday 2-22-21 

Girls Junior High Basketball vs Bangor Home 5pm start 

Tuesday 2-23-21 

Girls JV and Varsity Basketball @ Centreville 6pm start 

Boys JV and Varsity Basketball vs Centreville Home 6pm start 

Wednesday 2-24-21 

Girls Junior High Basketball vs Centreville 5pm start 

Thursday 2-25-21 

Boys and Girls JV Basketball vs White pigeon Home 6pm start 

Coed Junior High Wrestling @ Hartford 5pm start 

Friday 2-26-21 

Boys and Girls Varsity Basketball @ White Pigeon 6pm start 

Saturday 2-27-21 

Boys JV and Varsity Basketball @ Berrien Springs 2:00pm start 

Coed Varsity Wrestling @ Decatur 10am start 
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Wrestling:  

This year, Cassopolis will be hosting Team Districts for Wrestling on March 17th.  The teams will 

consist of Cassopolis, River Valley, and Eau Claire. This is awesome news and quite the honor as well.  

Letter of Intent to Play- Signing:  

On Tuesday, February 23rd, Gabby Rowan will be signing her letter of intent to play at Lake 

Michigan College. Gabby will be signing her letter of intent in front of Matt Hanner (Assistant 

Athletic Director), Renee Manno (Principal), Melisa (mom) and Rich Peters, Eric (dad), Kayla 

(sister), and Valerie  (sister) Rowan, her future coach, Rob Elliot, , classmate/teammate, Caitlyn 

Steensma, and David Wagner (former coach/family friend).   

This is very exciting time for both Gabby and her family, as well as for the school.  Another 

Cassopolis athlete moving forward in not only their athletic experience but their education career 

also. 

Congratulations, Gabby! 

 

 

E-Sports: 

So as of two weeks ago, RBHS has two teams 

(Ranger Blue and Ranger White) competing in the Southwest Michigan Scholastic Esports League 

(SWMSEL) coordinated by Berrien RESA.  The league is in its infancy and even during this difficult 

year, continues to evolve.  We are now affiliated with the North American Esports Federation 

(NASEF) which combines Esports clubs from all over the United States, Canada and Mexico. 

This newfound association with NASEF opens the door to many possibilities both academically and 

in the gaming world.  Their mission is to provide opportunities for ALL students to use esports as a 

platform for critical communication, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to thrive in 

work and in life.   

Just like with every other extracurricular, it has been a weird year due to the pandemic.  Currently, 

our league is only competing in Rocket League.  But there will be tournaments in League of Legends 

and Overwatch come spring.  These tournaments provide openings for the kids to show off their 

skills and potentially garner scholarship monies.   

Many parents just don't realize how fast growing esports truly is.  The growth will be exponential in 

the coming years and RBHS is positioned to take advantage of this. 

Our team is very young with only a few seniors, but our future looks bright with many incoming 

freshmen competing.   

We will play Allegan Public Schools and Berrien Springs this Thursday.  Future games will be 

streamed online for all to view via Twitch. 
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Algebra: 

 

In Algebra 1, students are working on their unit for writing and graphing linear functions. A huge 

hurdle for most of the students is successfully getting the Y alone to help with the ease of graphing 

and identifying the slope and y-intercept. They were grouped and given 1-3 equations that they had 

to teach to class to solve. The goal was to experience different techniques and get extra practice. 

And we all know that when one teaches the understanding is greater.  
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Art 

 

Ceramics: 

In Ceramics class Mrs. Yakel and her students are having fun creating Pinch Pots.  They are using the 

same techniques that people used over 12,000 years ago as Pinch Pots are one of the oldest forms 

of Art.  These basic techniques are the basis of learning how to manipulate clay.  

Below are a few students working on their pinch pots. You’ll notice that some students are working 

on different stages of their pinch pots.  
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Drawing:  

In Drawing class Mrs. Yakel has her students studying Portrait Drawing. Their first assignment was 

to draw their own portrait (pre-instruction).  After studying proportion and several different value 

techniques students were then asked to draw a second portrait.  Students were thrilled to see how 

much they had improved after instruction and using their new techniques.   
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Avaughn Jamison comparing his pre-instruction portrait to his second portrait. 

 

 

 

Reagan Jay using a blending stick to add values. 
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Marques Davis and Mason Polomcak working hard on adding details to their portraits. 

 

Earth Physics  

In Earth Physics, students are learning about the advantages and disadvantages of alternative 

energy sources. Students are then using that information and knowledge obtained from alternative 

sources to explore global warming and climate changes.  
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BioChem  

In BioChem, students are working on a project where they are learning about element family 

properties on the periodic table. Once the students’ understanding of elements and the periodic 

table deepens, they will then be asked to create an alternative metal to make “tin” cans out of and 

present that metal to the class. As tin is hard to mine and is quite expensive, it’s important for 

students to understand that and think about alternative options or ways, for products to still be 

made and produced that aren’t only cheaper, but easier to create.   
 

In addition to the alternative metal project, students in BioChem have been working on a project 

about cells and Cystic Fibrosis. Students were asked to make a video for young children (patients), 

that could be used by doctors to explain the disorder and how it affects the patient’s cells. 
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FFA 

 

Last week (February 10th) a few of our FFA members competed in the 

District Contest.  Friday evening (February 12th) our FFA Chapter held 

a “watch party” to hear the results of those who participated in the 

contest. We are proud to announce the following contest winners:  

 

Layla True - Job Interview, 2nd place, gold  

Mason Smego - Greenhand Public Speaking, 1st place, gold 

Anna Leach - Prepared Public Speaking, 1st place, gold 

Emily Howell - Prepared Public Speaking, 5th place, silver 

 

Junior High Conduct of Meetings - 2nd, gold  

Nola Hawkins, Amya Baker, Jackson Bement, Vallorey Smith, Lilly Smith, Laycee Ericson, Harlie 

Rose 

 

Parliamentary Procedure - 1st, gold  

Mikayla Williams, Corrine Brekke, Ben McCullin, Jaren Waldschmidt, Devin Hawkins, Austin Smego, 

Reese WIlliams, Katherine Gregory  

               

National FFA Week is February 22-26 and to help celebrate and honor that week, there will be spirit 

week dress-up days.  

 

Monday, Feb. 22nd: Red, White and Blue Day 

Tuesday, Feb. 23rd: Yee-Yee Day (Aka Country/Cowboy Day)  

Wednesday, Feb. 24th: Flannel Day 

Thursday, Feb. 25th: FFA Colors Day (Blue and Yellow)  

 

Humanities 10:  

Students in Humanities 10 have been planning "scenes from the Middle Ages."  They were to 

indicate an understanding of various social classes living in a feudalistic society.  Each group was 

assigned a particular social class to "present" to the rest of the class.  Below are a few of the groups 

working on their “scene”. To view a group’s FlipGrid for class, click on this link.  

 

 

https://flipgrid.com/s/aJLGfXw3PvVMMLQQ
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Humanities 9:  

Students are currently working on the “Roots of Progressivism.”.  Their driving question for this 

project is "Can politics fix social issues?"  We will be researching Progressive Era issues and relating 

them to contemporary social issues.  Students will gain the insight for how the government affects 

our everyday lives and defend and reason whether the government can and should fix certain 

issues today. 
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Fitness and Nutrtition  

In Mr. Purlee’s 4th Block “Fitness and Nutrition” class, the students have decided to create and 

organized a “CrossFit Challenge” for any Ross Beatty student that is interested. This “Ranger 

CrossFit Challenge” will take place next week on Thursday, February 25th during lunch. Students in 

Mr. Purlee’s class will demonstrate the different challenges that participants will need to complete, 

with the participant who finishes ALL of the challenges and with the best times, will be crowned the 

“Champion” of the Ranger CrossFit Challenge. The winning student(s) will receive a 
“Championship” t-shirt (see below).   

 

 

  

French 

French 1:  

Students in French 1 wrapped up their project “A typical day at an American high school" this week and 

presented to the class. The premise of the project was for students to create a visual/oral presentation 

about a typical day at our high school, so that a French exchange student would know what to expect 

before participating in an exchange year here. Some students made google slide presentations (here is 

an. example: 

 https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ForHmkpZMT97NRp5pRMkiroZizRZdXtCLjhFZKdXh_o), and 

others made videos.  A video clip of students in action recording their project will be posted on our 

social media accounts for others to view.  

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ForHmkpZMT97NRp5pRMkiroZizRZdXtCLjhFZKdXh_o
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French 2:  

In French 2, students are collaborating with the Spanish 2 class to prepare for National Foreign 

Language Week. Students started last week by introducing the project and allowing students to 

brainstorm ideas. This week, students were put into groups and assigned different tasks. Some are 

making informational French videos (such as teaching Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes and the 

ABCs in French like in the pictures), some are creating displays for the hallway about French 

culture, the benefits of learning a second language, etc. among other topics.  
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Students are also planning on doing spirit days, a door decorating contest, trivia questions in the 

morning and possibly playing French/Spanish music in the morning as well.  

 

 

 

Spanish 

In Spanish a few things are happening, just like in French II. Students are starting to prepare for 

Foreign Language Week (March 7th - 13th). 
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The kids just finished brainstorming ideas and plan to do the following activities:  

* Hallway decorations - Day of the Dead 

* Piñata creation (huge globe with flags from Spanish speaking countries) - afterwards break it in 

the gym 

* Videos of animals, numbers, and letters in Spanish for middle school and elementary 

* Videos of children songs - ´Un Poco Loco´  

* Spanish Trivia in morning announcements  

* Latino cuisine and recipes 

* Small Google slide presentations on a few Spanish speaking countries like Peru and Ecuador. 

 

Stay tuned for pictures of Foreign Language Week when the students embark on “the Piñata”.  

 

  

 

 

 

Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 
 

This week our Adult Ed. program completed a Request for Proposal for a 
continuation of our adult education grant. The Adult Ed team wrote the 
23-page narrative to emphasize the importance of Adult Education. With 
Michigan’s Reconnect program, for individuals 
25 and older, we will be able to help participants 
finish their high school diploma in order to 

benefit from the free tuition at a local college. This is a great opportunity 
for our county and community. 
 

We are preparing for Spring Assessments at this time. We have pre-
identified students and uploaded accommodations for all of our students. This is an important 
step to ensure that all of our K-11th grade students are assigned and ready to take the 
PSAT/SAT/MSTEP beginning in April.  
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Focus Foundational Skills 
Build your child’s vocabulary 

Talk with your child and describe everything and 
anything. Yes, as a parent of a preschooler myself, I 
know this can be exhausting. But the more you talk with 
your child, the better their vocabulary will be, and the 
more they will understand what they read. 
Describe things in real (adult) terms. Children need 
multiple exposures to new words in order to learn the 
meaning and be able to apply them. There’s no need to 
simplify vocabulary for your child. Using a common, adult 
word is a learning opportunity. For example, when a 
swing is available at the park, you can say “It looks like 
that swing is available for you!” While “open” or “ready” 
are effective synonyms, don’t let the learning moment 
pass you by. There are teachers who always talk about 
“ascending” and “descending” the stairs in the school 
building — what an easy way to teach some great 
vocabulary! 

 

 

 

Math Foundational Skills 
Here are just a few ideas: 

 Shopping - involve younger children in counting out items, talk about one more, one 
less, bigger smaller, etc. Older children can practice money management, and 
comparing discounts are a great opportunity for some quite complex mental math. 
 

 Cooking - always a mathematician's favorite! Perfect for understanding and practicing 
numbers, measuring, size, shape, and time. Fractions can also be introduced in sharing 
out portions. 
 
 

 Gardening - most kids love to help out in the garden so it makes a fun and memorable 
learning opportunity. Counting, measuring, reading temperature, sorting are all easy 
mathematical activities for younger children. Older children may enjoy planning a 
gardening project - introducing scale, evenly spacing out seeds, checking temperatures, 
and measuring plants as they grow. 
 

 Games and puzzles - I’m particularly keen on the value of math puzzles when it 
involves the whole family and younger members can be involved in working through and 
finding creative solutions. Check out these puzzles from the Komodo Blog. 

 
 

 

https://komodomath.com/us/blog/3-steps-to-help-your-child-with-math
https://komodomath.com/blog/category/fun-puzzles-us

